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still the rule in Bengal; make one sixth the actual produce—
or even one-fifth the actual produce—the maximum limit of
rent under all circumstances, and you make the cultivators
of these provinces as prosperous as they are in Bengal, and
the problem of disastrous and fatal famines is virtually
solved.
madras
The state of things is far worse in Madras. Some
portions of the Madras Presidency are permanently settled,
but in the greater portion of the Province the revenue is not
permanently settled; there is no class of landlords, and the
Government demands as revenue one-half of the net pro-
duce of the land, i.e., of the produce after deducting the
cost of cultivation. For a clear, and luminous and brief
account of how this system has worked I would refer you
to the speeches made in recent years by tlae Raja of Bobbili,
the Hon'ble Subba Rao and by Mr. Venkataratnam, himself
a large landholder and President of the Godavari District
Association. They point out that the rights of the Madras
cultivators have not been strengthened as in Bengal, by
successive Acts within this half century, but have been
weakened by successive measures of the Government. They
point out that in 1857, the proprietary right of the cultivator
with fixity of assessment was admitted by the Government;
that in 1882 under Lord Ripon's administration a virtual
pledge was given that no enhancements would be allowed
except on the equitable ground of a rise in prices; and that
at the present day these pledges are ignored, these safe-
guards are withdrawn and enhancements are actually made
on the ground of reclassification of soils as well as of rise
in prices. More than this, I read a passage in the Madras
Standing Information of 1879, that the land-tax estimated

